





















Chiibersalist Magazine. 








———— °° ee ee mm 








— — wa _ 


es  _ 





—— a ———— $$$ 


PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY, BY HENRY BOWEN, CONGRESS-STREET.......PRICE $2,50 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 








VOL. I, 


_——— --——_ ~ - a 


— —— ———————eeEEEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeE—E—E—ee—EeE—EeEeee 


BOSTON, SATURDAY, JANUARY 8, 1820. 








es ee 





DOCTRINE. 





[In consequence of a request to offer something on 
ihe passage in Peter, noticed in the following piece, 
we have concluded to publish it, hoping that those who 
have seen it in the Gospel Visitant will not regret to 
have it in the Magazine. | 

FRUM PHE GOSPEL YISITANT, 
wae 
AN INQUIRY 
CONCERNING ST. PETER’S DECLARATION OF CHRIST’S 
PREACHING TO THF SPIRITS IN PRISON. 


1 Peter iit. 18, 19, 20.—*For Christ also hath 


he might bring ws to God : being put to death in 
the fiesh, but quickened by the spirit ; by which also 
he went and preached unto the sptrus an prisor J 
whrch souve trme were disobedient, when once the 
loag suffering of God waited in the days of Nouh, 
while the ark was preparing, wherem few, that rs, 
eight souls, were saved by wate r.”” 

[vy appears that different opinions have been 
entertained of ihis passage by christian Com- 
mentators.—The Papists make use of it to sup- 
port their views of a purgatory, and a deliver- 
auce from a state of punishment hereafter. St. 
4 custine, as well as some other of the fathers, 
~ snid to have held this opinion of this passage 
in St. Peter. 

Mir. Winchester, with some others, who have 
maintained the doctrine of Universal Restora 
tion. also agreed with the Papists in the use of 


{his pussave.—buat Profestanis TT ceneral make 


A very different application of the text, and say 
that Christ preached to tose people in the days 
of Nowh, whose spirits where ia the prison of 
heli in the time of Peter. 

By attending to the diferent methods, by which 
Commentators of various systems get along with 
particular passages of scripture, it appears that 
the general system of the Commentator governs 
his application of them. 
tain that many pessages have, in various ways, 
suffered violence by reason of this arbitrary go- 





Now as itis very cer- | 








ened, it then puts the preaching subsequent to 
Christ’s being put to death in the flesh: If it re- 
fer to the spirit, it means that Christ was the 
preacher, and the spirit by which he was quick- 
ened, the spirit by which he preached, which 
likewise favours the idea that the preaching was 
subsequent to Christ’s bews,, putto death in the 
flesh. 


Should it be urged that Christ possessed the 


/same spirit in the days of Noah, by which he 


was quickened after being put io death in the 
flesh, and that he preached by that spirit to the 


, sie | people of the old world, it may be replied, that 
once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that | 
oA . 


though Noah is called a preacher of righteous- 
ness, we are not informed that he preached to 
the people of his day, or that he preached by 
the spirit of Christ; aud moreover the apostle 
does not make Noah the preacher, but Christ, 
who was quickened for that purpose after he 
was put to death in the flesh. If it bad been 
the intention of Peter to express the idea which 
is here disproved, he would have been more 
likely to have said: By which spirit Noah prea- 
ched to those who were disobedient in his day, 
whose spirits are now in prison, than to say as 
he did. This idea of the preaching of which 
Peter here speaks, being in the days of Noah, 
seems so foreign from the text, there is no prob- 
ability of its ever having been thought of, but 
from the necessity of taking the passage away 
from the use to which the Papists put it; which 
use may vow be examined. 

The opinton that Christ went to a place where 
the spirits of the literally dead were imprisoned 
for the purpose of preaching the gospel to them, 
which opinion has been founded on this passage 


in Peter, is subject to many objections, some of 


which are the tollowing: 


ist, This event, which must be considered, if 


irue, of equal moment with any particular cir- 
cumstances attending the ministry of Jesus Christ 
was never once mentioned by him, that we have 


'any account of. 


yernment, so there is room to believe that the. 


one under consideration has not escaped this | 


calamity. 


In the present attempt arguments will be di-: 
rected to disprove both of the above mentioned | 
opinions ;—followed by what is thought to be | 
‘never mention, before or after his crucifixion, 


more correct and consistent with scripture io 
ceneraland especially with the suvject on which 
©t. Peter was treating. , 
The opinion that the text means that Christ 
preached in the days of Noah to those whose 
spirits where in the prison of hell at the tine 


i 
‘ 


‘seems he would have communicated it after the | throughout Pontus, Galatia, 


when Peier wrote this eptstie, does not well a-! 


gree with the words of the text. 


to death in the flesh, but quickened by the spir- | Chirst’s cracifixion, and of the Redeemer’s go- 
it: by which also he went and preached to the jing to them after he was quickened by the spir- 
spirits in prison; which some time were disobe-! it, aud preaching the gospel to them, seems of 


Why Christ should be particular in informing 
his disciples, that he should be betrayed by one 
of them, that they all should be offended because 
of him, that he should be delivered into the hands 
of sinners, that he should be crucified, and that 
he should rise the third day; and moreover, 
that he would go before them into Galilee, and 


this weighty subject, if it were a fact, would be 
difficult to account for. 
If he thought best not te mention it before, it 


event had actuaily taken place. An opinion in- 


volving so much as the confining of spirits in a} 
‘¢Keing put| prison from the days of the flood to the time of! the Jews, the applicaison of our text already sng- 








NO. 28. 








| 2d. No mention is made by any of the pro- 
|phets, who spake of the glorious things which 
pthe Messiah should do, of this mission to the spi- 
|ritsin prison, if the meaning of it be what is now 
/under consideration. And yet may it mot be 
contended that the prophets, have nove of them 
|spoken of any particular event of the Messiah's 
/mission, which is of greater moment, than this, 
if it be a fact? 

3d. No writer of the New Testament has men- 
tioned this thing except St. Peter. St. Paul, 
whore writings occupy so large a part of the 
New ‘Testament, has never mentioned a word 
of this important mission to the spirits in prison, 
if this mission is to be understood in the way 
which this examination is intended to disprove. 

If it be argued, that although this subject be 
not spoken of by any other writer in the holy 
scriptures, as St. Peter has mentioned it, as much 
consequence ought to attach toit as if mentioned 
by ever so many, or ever so often, it is again ob- 
jected, that Peter does not mention it by making 
it of the consequence of a main subject of com- 
munication or argument. He only throws an 
allusion to it, while labouring on another subject. 

The subject on which the apostle was treat- 
ing in the place where our text is found was 
that of suffering for righteousness sake, to which 
he labours to exhort his christian brethren. In 
doing this, he mentions the sufferings of Christ 
asap example. In this example Christ suffered 
the just for the unjust, to bring the unjust to 
God. Lie names this with a view to incite his 
brethren to act opon the same principle, and to 
sufler for righteousness sake, if need be, that it 
imight operate to bring the unrighteous to God. 
| ‘Phe particuiar subject to which the apostle 
! alluded when he spake of Christ’s preaching to 
the spirits in the prison, in consequence of being 
/put to death inthe flesh, and being quickened by 
the spirit, is thought to be this, viz. he went and 
| preached to the Gentiles who were dead in tres- 
ipasses and sins, and of a character similar to 
| those abominable people who were destroyed by 
ithe ilood. 
| During the life of Jesus Christ, he confined 
his ministry-to the Jews, charged his disciples to 
‘go to none of the citics of the Gentiles, and said 
‘that he was sent to the lost sheep of the house 
jof Israel. But atter his resurrection he enlarg- 
ed the mission of the gospei, and ordered it to 
be preached to every creature. 

Now, tf we duly consider that St. Peter was 
wriiing a general epistle to christian professors, 
Cappadocia, Asia, 
‘and Bythynia, comprehending mullitudes of the 
| Geutile believers as weil as converts frem amo> , 





|gested will appear the more probable. Ii was 
‘saying to the Gentiles; Christ bas suffered in the 


flesh for you; although he was a just and holy 


. wy ° a a] ° ' j « ‘ si "Wore ¢: ae f on ‘ p 
dient, when once the long-suffering of God wait-, too rouch consequence not to have been spoken | character, for your sakes, to bring you te God, 


ed in the days of Noah.” 
which the apostle states to have been io the 
days of Noah, not the preaching. Again; “ By 
which also he went and preached.” By what 
did he goand preach? The relative which must 
either refer to Christ’s being quickened by the 


} 
| 
| 
| 


It is the disobedience \ of by the blessed agent himself. 


it may be proper to mention, here that the 
temporal circumstances of the people before the 
fleod were noticed by Chrisi, and compared 
with the state in which the Jews would be at 


(to the true God, and away from your idols, he 
| was led as a lamb to the slaughter. And being 
quickened by the spirit, he comes to the Gentile 
world with the gospel of peace and salvation. 
It appears not to have been necessary fo: 


the time of their destruction; bat no mention is| Christ to suffer the just for the unjust, and to be 


spirit, or to the spirit. If it refer to being quick-| made by him of their condition afler the flood. quickened by the spirit ia order to preach the 
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gospel to the Jews, for this he did in his own| solitary place, shall be glad for them; and the desert 
person and by his disciples during his life. But) shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. . It shall blossom 
concerning the gospel to the Gentiles, St. Paul) abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and ot 
speaks to the Ephesians; and though he does | Then the eyes ol the blind shall be opened, ona the 
not use the same figure of speech as St. Peter | ears of the deaf shall be unstopped ; then shall the lame 
did in the passage we are considering, the sub-| man leap as an hart, and the tongte of the dumb sing ; fee 
ject is evidently the same. See chap. ii. 11, &c. | in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams 
‘* Wherefore, remember, that ye being in time, in the desert. And the parched ground shall become a 





. . . “3 f . . . . sater.?? ‘ 
past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called un-) pool, and the thirsty land springs of water. The 
cireamcision by that which is called the circum-| united Society of Brookfield and Western seems now | 


cision in the flesh, made by hands; that at that 
time ye were without Christ, being aliens from, 


} 
| 
} 


The Society in Dudley has lately experienced a re. 
vival, and is thirsting for the waters of endless life, and 
endless happiness. A searching mind is evidently be- 
coming gencral in this section of the country, and the 
light of truth is diffusing its heart-cheering day. Many 
towns are unprovided with preachers of God’s univer- 
sal love, where the believers compose a respectable 
portion of the inhabitants ; so that they feel the truth 
of Christ’s remark, the harvest is plenteous, but the la- 
bourers are few. Much delight in the Lord is evinced 


enjoying those enlightening effects of God’s grace and} in this region, occasioned by the unqualified belief in 


t . . . ~ 
}spirit, so feelingly represented by the prophet, as the | the records of heaven, and by feeling the love of Ged 


the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from | beneficial consequences of the gospel sun. They have 


the covenant of promise, having no hope, and 


-had several meetings on the subject and have come to 





j}shed abroad in the heart. Much gratitude is due the 


great Head of the church for his enlightening and cone 


without God in the world. but now. in Christ ‘the conclusion to build an honse for the worship and | vincing spirit in this part of the land ; and may the 


Jesus, ye who sometimes were far oif, are made 
nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, 
who hath made both one, and hath broken down 
the middle wall of partition between us; having 
abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of 
commandments, contained in ordinances; {or 
to make in himself of twain one new man, so 
making peace ; and that he might reconcile both 
unto God, in one body by the cross; having slain 
the enmity thereby,” Xc. 
(CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT.) 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


- ASany information concerning the spread of the glo- 
rious gospel of our God must be gratifying to all the 
lovers of truth and righteousness, productive of renew- 
ed energy in diffusing correct principles, and highly 
exhilarating to the humble followers of the Lamb; we 
shall proceed to give a full description of the present 
state of feeling and illumination in the towns of Brook- 
field, Western, Sturbridge, Charlton and others in their 
vicinity. There has been a Society in the town of 
Brookfield for many years, although lately incorporated 
by an act of the legislature. They have laboured un- 
der many inconveniences and difficulties, occasioned by 
the oppression they have experienced from the oppos- 
ers of God’s unlimited goodness and compassion, but 
with laudable perseverance they have pursued the on- 
ward path of right, leaning on him who is invisible, and 
have silenced the reproach of gainsayers, by their har- 
mony and brotherly love, their forbearance to their ca- 
jumniators, and their tender regard for all. Fora long 
season they were destitute of the stated ministrations 
of the word of life and salvation, being scattered on the 
mountains, like sheep without a shepherd ; yet their 
heavenly Father caused them continually to thirst for 
the fountains of joy and happiness flowing through a 
preached gospel, and for the enjoyment of those distin- 
guished privileges, which belong peculiarly to those 
who behold the unending mercy of God displayed in 
his oracles, and in all his works. Since they have had 
stated preaching, many accessions have been made, ma- 
ny hearts have been softened by the love of God mani- 
fested in the commisserating sympathy of his Son, & ma- 
ny have been brought to rejoice in the imperishable gifts 
of their Father who isin heaven. The increase of con- 
verts to the faith of Abraham has been remarkably great 
in Western, and the spirit of God seems still operating on 
the hearts of others, inducing dispassionate inquiry, and 
search for truth, as for hidden treasure. The meetings are 
commonly full, and the deepest attention is observable in 
every countenance. In their reflection on the discourses 
which are delivered, they exercise a Berean spirit, and 
show in their deportment the advantages of a careful, 
diligent, and candid reading of the scriptures of truth. 
Highly gladdening is the prospect exhibited in this part 
of God’s moral vineyard, and truly delighting the songs 
of gratitude which are hymned to his name. We may 
now speak concerning them in the glowing and impas- 
sioned Ianguage of the prophet, when describing the 
beauty of the gospel day; ** The wilderness, and the 


service of Almighty God. Their proceedings on this 


| affair have been harmoniously conducted, and promise 
the most pleasing success. Their number is respecta- 

ble in point of talents, property and sincerity in the 
_good cause of the Lord. May the blessing of God rest 
| upon them, and the unanimity of fraternal affection give 
| them a foretaste of the brotherhood of angels. May all 
| their hearts become the temple of the living God ; and 


/may the frankincense of devotion continually ascend 


| from their grateful souls. 
The Society of Sturbridge and the eastern part of 
| Brookfield, including a section of Spencer, have been 


| in a destitute and scattered condition for many years ; 
‘being occasionally favoured with the message of the 
_herald angel, and thereby entertaining stronger confi- 
, dence in the faith once delivered to the saints, and ho- 
ping more earnestly that God would give them a watch- 
man, a scribe well instructed in the law of the Lord, 
and thoroughly furnished for the work of the ministry. 
| For about six months they have had regular meetings 
(on the sabbath. A great degree of harmony prevails 
among them, as they enjoy the liberty always attendant 
on the operation of the spirit of God. Perhaps more 
sincerity of affection; undissembled joy for the happi- 
ness of all; or more cordial delight in the blessings of 
life and immortality cannot be found in any society of 
any denomination in New-England. Happy, thrice 
happy is that people whose God is the Lord, the Lord 
of the whole earth; unchanged by time ; unaltered by 
sin, but gracious and merciful to all bis children, un- 
willing that any should perish, but manifesting his will 
to be, that all should come to the knowledge of the 
truth, and be saved. These consequences, resulting 
from an implicit trust in the declarations of heaven, 
have been richly enjoyed by this Society, and appre- 
ciated as the unpurchased munificences of the giver of 
every good and perfect gift. United in the silken bands 
of christianity, and influenced by an unextinguished de- 
sire to perpetuate the blessings of a preached Saviour, 
they are now erecting a meeting house, in which to of- 
fer up, with one heart and one voice, their prayers and 
thanks to the Almighty Architect and Supreme Gover- 
nor and Moderator of all beings, and all worlds. Let 
the corner stone be laid in wisdom, the building 
constructed with skill, and completed with symmetry 
of system and unity of design; and, O Lord! cause 
many rejoicing hearts assembling here to acknowledge 
thee their king and their Saviour. 

The Society in Chariton is of long standing ; has been 
privileged with a number of highly distinguished ser- 
vants of the Lord, who were able ministers of the New 
Testament, and lights in this candlestick of God. But 
many inauspicious circumstances have conspired to 
damp the zeal of this people ; and death has removed 
many of its most enilghtened patrons from their com- 
mendable labours in the cause of Zion. Notwithstand- 
ing all these chilling and disheartening occurrences, 
much animation continues, and a spirit of inquiry cha- 
racterizes the hearers of the everlasting gospel. May 
they continue increasing in the love of God; in obedi- 
ence to the precepts of his Son ; in the communion and 
fellowship of the spirit, and in the hearty interchange 
of christiam affection and fraternal regard. 








' 


hearts of his people be influenced unitedly to join in 
ascriptions of honour to his name. 

Notwithstanding the glorious march of light, and the 
increasing radiance of its sun, much determined resist- 
ance is yet made to its advance, and much organized 
effort employed in its suppression ; but blessed be God, 
the light shineth in darkness, and the darkness com- 
prehendeth it not. It is a subject of invaluable consola- 
tion, that the opposers of the sentiment represent the 
universal gospel, as the scribes and pharisees did Christ, 
saying, he receiveth sinners, and eateth with them. 
Fully persuaded of the impotency of the arguments 
used in refuting this clearly revealed determination of 
God, we sincerely pity those who are honestly engaged 
in so miserable a cause, and earnestly pray the Father 
of mercies to make them contess their unrcasopable enmi- 
ty against the universality of his grace, as did Paul after 
his journey to Damascus, and frankly aud penitentially 
acknowledge the errors of their ways, and the injustice 
of their doings. And although they have reflected on 
us in the severest manner, and calicd us by the most 
opprobious names, yet would we say with Christ, Fa- 
ther, forgive them; for they know not what they do ; 
and with Stephen, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. 
Humbly trusting in the mercy of God for them and for 
us, we would joyfully hail them as believers in the apos- 
tle’s creed, as undersiood by Peter after the vision of 
the sheet, and welcome them to the feast of fat things 
prepared for all people. As this is an age of light and 
a day of inquiry, may they not be the children of tlic 
night and of the darkness ; but may God who command- 
ed the light to shine out of darkness, shine into their 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 


JOHN BISBE, Ju. 
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mann 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

Two clergymen of different denominations, were a 
few years since in company, when one, with a kind of 
deep sigh (which will perhaps be more readily under- 
stood than described) demanded of the otlier whether 
he held to TorAL DEPRAVITY. ‘I cannot tell,’ an- 
swered the other ** until know what that doctrine is.” 
Why, rejoined the first, we hold that mankind from 
their birth, are totally depraved, and deserving to be 
sent instantly to hell. ** What,—from their birth—in- 
nocent babes deserve to be sent to hell! for what 2°— 
For original sin, and their total depravity. They are 
not innocent; there is not a spark of goodness in them; 
they are as wicked as the devils, according to their a- 
bilities. ‘*O then, is it so,’ said the other, ** well this 
will be of some service in reading the seripture. Where 
Christ says, Except ye be converted and become like lit- 
tle children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven, we are to understand that except we are convert- 
ed and become like little devils we shall not enter the 
kingdom of heaven. And in other places, that Christ 
laid his hands on little devils and blessed them, and 
said ‘tof such is the kingdom of heaven.” Whosoever 
therefore shall humble himself as a litUe devil, the same 
is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 
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REMARKABLE ! 

The following is from the ‘ Carist1AN WATCHMAN,” 
of January Ist, 1820. 

“ AUNIVERSALIST SILENCED. 

‘* A resident in Boston, who is fluent and loquacious 
in the defence of Universalism, and in the immediate 
salvation of characters of every description at death, | 
whilst vainly declaiming against the very idea of future | 
punishment, contending that every crime is punished in | 
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in it, there is a question yet remaining viz. what could 
any Universalist do with the questions which are stated 
in the communication? ‘Is suicide a sinful act ?°— 
How can a Universalist answer this question’? He does 
not know that a sane person ever committed this act, 
and what is done by one who is insane is not thought 
to be of a moral character. Do the scriptures any 
where, either in the law, the prophets, or the New Tes- 
tament give us any information concerning this subject? 
No, they do not. Is it not plain then, that a Universal- 
ist may sincerely believe the whole of the scripture tes- 
timony without believing in this future damnation of 
one who takes his own life, in which notion our Rev. 


this world, was asked if he thought suicide was a sinful 
act? He replied, ‘Certainly it is!’ He was then 
questioned, whether the crime could be punished be- 
fore it was committed, or after? His confusion was as 
might be expected ; and he was desirous to desist from 
a further pursuit of the subject. It is happy for the 
cause of truth, that Universalism is opposed to common 
sense, as well as to the whole system of revelation.” 

By the manner in which the above is introduced, we 
are led to suppose, that the Rev. editors of the Watch- 
man are of opinion that the event which they have here 





given to the public is of a very uncommon and remark- 
able character. ‘4 Universalist silenced ;°? then fol- 
Jows the particulars. Had the account only informed 
that half a dozen, more or less, Calvinistic ministers, in 
labouring with some sister for believing, ‘* that where 
sin abounded grace did much more abound,” were all 
silenced, it would have stated nothing uncommon—If 
the communication had instanced fifty cases in which 
preachers of endless unmerciful punishment were silenc- 
ed on the subject, by common labouring men, who have 
but little time to study the scriptures, the account 
would have been too trite to command special notice. 
Hut one solitary instance in our times has happened, of 
a Universalist’s being silenced! 

Having this uncommon case before us, we may pro- 
ceed to notice its particulars. 

The Universalist is a resident in this town. This 
shows that there is scarcely a probability of any mis- 
take as to the matter of facts. Had the story been told 
of such a case in some distant town, incredulity might 





have past it over with some suggestions that it was mere 
report without foundation ; but a thing as remarkable 
as this has actually taken place in this town. But whe 
can this Universalist be? We have carefully ascertain- 
ed that it is neither of the brethren who publicly preach 
the doctrine of universal salvation, in this town. Being 
averse to the indulgence of a belief, that our Rev. breth- 
ren would publish what is not true, and being certain 
that the account is not true, if applied to either of the 
public preachers, we are left to make mere conjectures 
hy the assistance of the characterizing items which are 
It is one whois ** fluent 
This 
description indicates a young person, who may have 
yielded to the general system of God’s unbounded be- 
nevolence, but has not minutely studied its parts as re- 
vealed in the sacred oracles. A person who can justly 
be distinguished for loquacity, is not, generally speak- 
ing, one of deep study, or careful investigation. But 
here rises a difficulty ; does it appear likely that any of 
our learned Calvinistic divines would enter into an ar- 
gument with a loquacious youth? 
learned divine that put the question which the eommu- 
nicatien states to have been put to the loquacious Uni- 
versalist. But woald such characters be likely to fal] 
into debate? There appears something quite mysteri- 
ous about this remarkable report, and if it were not for 
the unquestionable veracity of the Rev. editors of the 
Watchman, we shouid not give the least credit to the 
statement. There is a possibility of a misunderstand- 
ing, but in what way we are unable to suggest. One 
thing we will venture to predict, and that is, that this 
vestedent cannot be found. 

Well, suppose then, that all this remarkable story 
should evaporate, and no one be able to ‘ind any reality 


stated in the communication. 
and loquacious in the defence of Universalism.”’ 





No doubt is was a 





editors seem to enjoy so much confidence? 

They say; ‘* It is happy for the cause of truth, that 
Universalism is opposed to common-sense, as well as to 
the whole system of revelation.” 

We say, it is happy for the cause of God’s unbound- 
ed goodness, that its opposers can find nothing in the 
scriptures against it, but are under the necessity of 
raising their arguments on the gloomy prejudices of 
superstition. Now when humanity has put away those 
barbarous laws which formerly denied one a common bu- 
rial, who took his own life, but required that the body 
should be laid in a grave in the corner of roads with a 
stake drove through it, our christian doctors seem to 
comfort themselves by dooming the souls of such to 
endless misery! ‘This is infinitely more barbarous than 
those inhuman laws which are now rendered void by 
the dictates of humanity. 


But what do our brethren say? ‘*It is happy for the 
cause of truth, that Universalism is opposed to common 
sense, as well as to the whole system ef revelation.”— 
Now it is fairly inferable from this remark, that those 
who believe in its propriety are happy in believing that 
Universalism is not true. Therefore, these Rev. divines 
publish to the world, that they are happy in believing 
that some of their fellow creatures of the human family 
will be endlessly miserable! But it seems unreasonable 
to believe that they possess such a spirit. Every thing 
about this remarkable affair seems mysterious. Is it 
contrary to common sense to believe that He, who cre- 
ated all men, who preserves all, who gives to all the 
blessings of a rich and bountiful providence, who mak- 
eth his sun to shine upon the evil and on the good, and 
sendeth rain on the just, and, on the unjust, should be 
the Saviour of all? Are these christian ministers alto- 
gether unacquamted with the scriptures, that they 
should say that universal salvation is contrary to their 
whole system? We will ask them, though we do not 
expect an answer, whether the testimony of Jesus, 
where he says, ** And I, if | be lifted up from the earth 
will draw all men unto me,” is contrary to common 
sense and the whole system of scripture? Are St. Paul’s 
declarations, that ** God will have all men to be saved; 
that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God ; 
being justified freely by his grace, through the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus; that as by the offence of 
one judgment came upon all men to condemnatien, ev- 
en so by the righteousness of one, the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification -of life; as in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive,” all con- 
trary to common sense and the whole system of scrip- 
ture? We sincerely desire these-ministers to come 
forward and answer these queries. And if they are 
willing to publish te the wérld, in so many words, that 
Universalism is contrary to common sense and the whole 
system of the scriptures, we request them to show, by a 
fair and candid investigation of the subject that this is 
verily the case. If they decline this mvitation they 
must expect that all who know of the circumstance 
will believe that they are too conscious of the weak- 
ness of their cause to undertake its defence. We do 
not make this request out of vain ostentation, nor out 
of any contempt for the abilities of our Calvinistic breth- 
ren, for we are satisfied if their cause were as good as 
their natural and acquired abilities, we could not con- 
tend with them with any hope of success, 
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GOSPEL. 


Many teachers say they preach the gospel, when they 
attempt to prove the endless misery of some, and en- 
deavour to show that the happiness of the others will 
result from the anguish of the wretched ; but in order to 
judge of this question, let us examine it. The term 
gospel imports glad tidings, and the herald angel says 
these shall be to all people ; hence, no one can preach 
the gospel to every creature, as Christ directed his dis- 
ciples, and as God did to Abraham, unless he informs 
them that they shall all bow before the Lord, and adore 
him in spirit and in truth. We may therefore discover 
the impropriety of calling those gospel ministers, who 
denounce damnation on any part of God’s children, and 
affirm that they are commissioned by the Saviour of 
sinners to imprecate vengeance on those for whom he 
wept, and poured forth his blood in death. Wherever 
the gospel is preached, it produces joy, and none object 
to it, but those who fancy they have a righteousness of 
their own, and are unwilling to be reduced to the level 
of their ungodly neighbours. When Paul and Barna- 
bas proclaimed these joyous tidings in the city of Lystia, 
and wrought miracles, the people were so enraptured, 
that they brought forth oxen and garlands, and would 
have done sacrifice to these supposed Gods in the form 
of men; so delighted were they with the impartial gos- 
pel. HERMES. 

EEE 
RELIGIOUS NOTICE. 

Joun Brown, Janez Dame, Josern Cross, and 
their associates, of Rochester, N. H. believing in the 
Universal Goodness of the GREAT PARENT of the Uni- 
verse, and in Jesus Curist, whom he sent to proclaim 
** peace on earth and good will to men,” have formed 
themselves into a Religious Society, by the name and 
stile of the ‘* First Universal Society in Rochester,” 
and have adopted such rules as were thought proper, 
agreeable to the law of New-Hampshire, passed July 
Ist, 1819. JOSEPH CROSS, 

Rochester, Dec. 11. Clerk of said Society. 


Errata. 

In the communication over the signature of MuRRAY 
published in the 24th No. of the Magazine, in 13th line 
from the bottom for *‘ inferior” read superior, And in 
the last Magazine, 20th line from the bottom of the Ist 
column, 2d page, for ** contending” read continuing. 











MARRIED, 
In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Lowell, Mr. Martin 
Kent to Miss Charlotte Stevens Roulstone, daughter of 
Col. Michael Roulstone.—Mr. James Bird, merchant of 
Charlestown, to Miss Eliza Kuhn, third daughter of Mr. 
Jobn Kuhn. 
By the Rev. Mr. Chaning, Capt. Lawrence Lawren- 
son to Miss Eunice Purkitt, daughter of Capt. Henry 
Purkitt. 
By the Rev. Mr. Frothingham, Mr. Thos. C. Amory, 
merchant, to Miss Esther Sargent, second daughter of 
Ignatius Sargent, Esq. 
By the Rev. Mr. Palfrey, Mr. Charles M. Carleton, 
merchant, to Miss Sarah Homer, daughter of George 
Homer, Esq. 
By the Rev. Mr. Dwight, Mr. Jacob Amsden to Mrs. 
Elizabeth Mansir. 
By the Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. Andrew Cunningham 
Davison to Mrs. Naney Iverson. 
By the Rev. Mr. Pierpout, Charles White, Esq. to 
Miss Sarah Blake, daughter of Mr. Thos. Blake. 
By the Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. Abel Gleason to Miss 
Rebecca ‘I’. Reed. —Mr. Ebenezer Smith to Miss Sarah 


Smith, al] of this town. 
—ew a wee 


DIED, 
In Sherburn, (N. ¥.) Mr. Sidney Merrill, formerly of 
this town, aged 31, 

In Cambridge, George Washington, son of Martin 
Smith, of Fitzwilliam, N. H. aged 10 months. 

In this town, Mr. Nathaniel Parker, aged 48.—Major 
Jesse Churchill, 46.—Mr. Thomas Rees, 26.—Miss Ju- 
lia Howell Spear, daughter of Calvin Spear, 7 years.— 
Mr. Amos Speed, 25.— Miss liza Wild, youngest daugh- 
ter of Mr. . onathan Wild, 17 years.—Susan B. Boyer, 








only child of the late Capt. Daniel Boyer, 2 y. 9 mo, 
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PO STS’ CORN ER. 


THE CARRIER'S WDDRE Ss, 
TO THE PATRONS OF THE 
UNIPFERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
KIND Patrons, while others present their Address, 


an you do less, 





And your favours enjoy, say, ec 
Than with a blessing, or something to cheer 
A heart that wishes you a HAPPY NEW-YPAR 


Who wishes your friends may prove faithful and true, 
Your debtors soon pay ev'ry cent that’s your due ; 
No losses betide you, by land or by sea, 


No sickness to pay for, no lawver to fec. 


; 
hes, 


Your trafie and trade, may thev thrive in rour ho 
Your income increase, from your houses and lands: 


May heaven, from fire, defend all vour store, 


And grant you the blessing to favour the poor. 


Have you err'd the last year? may that be forgiven, 
The eye that was dark see th: 


A wrong was there done to foe, or to friend 


gh ry Of DE ren 


O! repair’d be that wrong, be! 


Since he that salutes you, your paper has brought, 
Great favours our merciful Farrer has wrought, 
A luxuriant summer, a ripening fall, 


And thousands of blessings for gratitude call. 


But the time of sweet flowers and fruits is now — : 
The snow, and the sleet. and the cold chilli ing bias 

Unsparingly fall on the boy as he 
To bring you a blessing to cheer your sweet homes. 
To Gill you with love, and relieve you é 


To give you the truth 
From the regions of error directing 


comes 


om fear, 
which is simple and clear, 
your eves 


To Him, who is merciful. gracious, and wise 


We have to regret that our labours are small, 
Far, very far shor 
But what we have lack’d in human j 
We hop'd to supply with honest 


of our wishes they fall . 


While some, out of real, like a San} full of ire. 

4 few of our numbers have pad iu fhe fire, 

Some hundreds of others rejoice that they see. 

That hte and salvation to all men ar i 

Por gratitude, reasons cannot be cenicd, ind ; 
We'we liv’d in good health, « le our neizhbe : ve 
Yet mourn for the one wit Hame* rd and Z. 


W © 


ee SS, eS ae. : a 123 oe 
Rever SHail Coy for the i! bro Mom. oc Wrong. 


Tn room of the christian, he acted the 


Re-munier’d poor Judas, whe murder’d himsel 
He stole from a thief, near the confines of beaven, 


A pardon, which mercy through Jesus had civer 


» -e a — oi 
Hut ict us romembcr, mmpericct are all, 
And while thinkime we stand, take he st 


The Sn ee aa oF Yee } . 
hat our errors and faults may ali be hParoiven, 
*>) - , . 
We'll pray that our foes may find mercy and heaven 


° Kali MOLEC et. 
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Ore would 
plies GION and Te) 


that it possessed some pecuhar charm or power, bencat! 
~-. = n «4 — = ~ oft a “i 
wabose ens | all those whe choase to shelter them- | 
selves ere wRaoconbtediv. McwpRtaiy ana Necessary 
right in their rehgious temets, and all those who cificr 


a@ sincie jota from thom, are most assured lv wrong. Or- 


thodoxy is a word dente 


mines “right apo it # vet to be learnt, or rather 
rt oO tto be ermiversablly umcerstooa from what source 
ot authors a cert: class of men derived the title < 
. 
OTH OGOL, ite wii? they are so extreme;y tet oe: 
of, and which they so modestly defend Tt is s¢ wouch 
BS TO stv. i ere exists Bot « possibility of ther de- 
. 


from the Gr reek. whieh sit-/¢ 





UNTVERS 


ST MAGAZINE, 


ing wrong, for this wise reason, that they think them- 
lone entitled to the appellation of orthodoxy in 
Dic 


Supreme Beine, 


selves a 
their theological dogmas, and consequently right. 
there exist an immutable law of the 
making it utterly impossible for any mx rtal in the wrong 
then there would be 


ving the professed 


, 
to assume the ithe of orthodoxy, 


sufficient ground for belie orthodox 


as there is no such law perceiv- 


person to be right, but 


ed by ws, nor revealed to us, we may well doubt his} 
claim to infallibility, especially as It is found to have 


“a n claimed by verious and opposite sects, as one pre- 
What was or- 


ominated in pepolari over the rest. 


destiny in England j in the reign af hd ward 6th, became 


heresy im the reien of his sister Alary, and im the tink 


of Queen 


What is ortho 


Elizabeth things changed their names again 


dox at Andover, is heresy at Cambridge 


So fluctuating ond uncertam are the 


terms orthodoxy and heresv. Therefore it behoves ev- 





ery man to think, and examine closely, and decide for 


{ + . 
thimself, for it is very clear that no one can or ought to 
epenc wi y on these whoare “ wrinkled in German, 


decide when doctors dis cacree, 


And soundest casuists doubt, hike you and me?” 

ly if no man can fix his faith without being pro- 

foundly versed in Hebrew, Greek and Latin 
and in German literature, the greater part of mankind 

To suppose that the beneficent 


Sure 


languages. 


are much to be pitied. 
Father of — has at a revelation of divine truths, 
only to a small] part of his children, ts to suppose him 
partial, which we are by no means willing to grant. But 
eternal praise be to Him who wisely ordered that every 
man should have a light within him; and that light is 
eason, which will show him the path that only termi 
above. There may be things abore 
any thing con/ra 
** this would be 


of all knowl- 





| nates at the realms : 
i annot be 


illustnous Locke 


}reason, but there c ry to it 
observes, 


ations 


the 


to subvert the principles and 


} 

i] 

' 

. I 
i found 
| edge, evidence, and assent whatsoever: and there 
; 


exige 
would be left no G Tere nee between truth : na false hood. 
} no Measures of credible and incredibie in the world, il 
| doubtful propositions shall take place before self-evi- 


i - oe ncetiele tio : , a ¥ 
we mav pe ssibly be mistaken in. 


a man’*s 


| 
i pretensions are, it does not consequently fol- 
llow that he is therefore right. and whatever a man’s be- 
i 
| hef may ety be is orthodox in his own opinion. Goc 
alone absolutely knows whose belief is right, and whose 
pe dln “Therese no honest man should fear in th 
smaliest cecret the anathemas pronounc ec 7—~ Inst him 
Ov Mme 4 uy ranhic is} osit ons, W oO WoUu have ev- 
ery one believe that **God had | snares fer all] un- 
derstandings but theirs.”* As there has been, there 
Prodad 5 wil) de. Mor r iess sS€ii-s cient, seli mehi- 
eous men, who. to rebere themselves from pecuniary 
embarrassments, or Yo secure to themselves t ct 
some desrable adtantages, will be ready at all seas 

TO rane a ** hue n ery” that the churena is mm aanger, 
Gamnabdie heresres abound; w st they themselves 

n 2ct re hi to sii Del b the t we ct Sacre 
desk. inher Seer t ve &8 KINA IN he i cs, 
j you can reason with Lbem, as & most Men, on gene- 
? 

jral subjects, bot only toech apon their scheme, their 
| 

| ** grand scheme” as they ter t. and you st ©X 
I te receive instantly a full voiley of epithets, such as 
therenc, deist,. Ac. &x De sux men be ve mm the 


word, and be ohbeved—sun, ? t stars be we dark- 
+ ~ 5 
ened aNd To the OC IWWE OOESAI $0 T si thy proud 
»~ 1 = +} ~ - 
;Wwares PTO, but RO TaTineT 4 ©¢ tpeyr sc nsensibdie, 


ven supposing they are Meht, which is not at all prob- 
able, a: not to perceive the eternal troth of this maxim. 
* Rohen @isrusrion uw Fret, errot ceases fo be dangerous 
Phe pb “ dancerous uoctrine” is verw easily spok- 
en by phariswical doctor: of diwanty, as if whater 
they assert gpwst be tr beacause thew are self-stiled 
,orthedex. Bet the motives for such oonduct are suf: | 
| Boventhy ODvIOGSs, When Hrong.i to the touch-stone of} 


} a 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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reason; and such conduct is a much more evbstantial 
argument in favour of their peloved doctrine of tetal 
depravity, on which they are continually barping, thay 

iy one they have offered, or are able to offer. To 
c oncl nde, let every man iv future employ the words — 
y as they only ought to be, in dis- 
tinguishing virtue from vice, ard good from evil; they 
snd would be forever 
beew alto- 


then would admit of no variation, : 


same sense. But as they have 


are now principally used to > de note opin- 


taken in the 
gethe r, and 
e subjects, no 


fiess co li- 


ions concerning the most incomprehensib 


ion the most bitter iil enc 
foment the 


wonder they occus 


troversies, which only tend to Passions, 


rand extend skepticism ; without ameliorating the con- 
dition of man, mending his heart, or enlightening e on 

derstanding, MORRAY 

FOR THE MAGAZIN}| 

Se 
FROTHERLY LOV! 

& If a man say. Llove Ged. and hateth his ol her 
hers atlar: f be that loveth noi his brother u hom he 
hath seen, how can he love Gad? hom he hath noi seen?’ 


| Je on iv. 20, 
Ir seems reasonable to 
that its author 


iove God when in fact they 


irom this passage 


* “7 
night i rofess (o 


c onclude 

supposed that people 
lid uot. He therefore gave 
might be sat 
specting himself, by reducing the subject to the simple 
hether he Jeve his brother 


a certain rule by which any one isfied re- 
whom he has 
against any 
zftempt to employ to 
Do we not, 
the apostle’s stat 
Jesus concerning 
li the 


commandment which 


question, ¥ 
But it ma 
arts which a wicked heart may 


seen? vy be well for us to guard 


sy rule. sometimes 
ly te 
said to 


dispense with this ea 
mentand 
his neigh- 


feel a disposition to re; 
say, as the law yer 
Ind who Jews contrived 


bour; . is my brothe 


a way to evade the spirit of th 
them to love 
by calling those their neighbours, whom they pleased, 


required their neighbours as themselves ; 


and leaving out of this relation whom they disliked, is 
there no danger of our evil bearts leading us into as 
great anerror? Is it not too evident to be disbelieved, 
that the great body of professed christian: have erred 
n this cround, and found ont a methed by which they 
pretend to love God, and t ve their brethren, and to 


live boly and godly lives. in their wav, and yet come 
as short of the divine commandment as did the Jews, 


void the law of God through t 1eir traditions * 





In order to have every thing safe. let us alway s regard 
our Saviour’s conn n this subje . *] say unto 
you, love your enemies.” B. 
. 2 —— —— 
“If the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the 
une od ’ ‘ és 
ee 
UST PUBLISHED, 
of For Se is Office —] ¢ 12 1-2 cents 
o 
SERMON livered at the Second Univer- 
salist Meeting House. in this town, on the Evening of 
tsi Sabdf . Dec. 18—by Rev. Hosea Bat Lov, pastor. 
PONT db bed v. 1%, . ** Por the time is come that 
t must begm at the se of God; andi it 
at : $s, W ts t be of thei that o- 
ve} { gos Cr. And the righteous scare- 
ly be sawed where s all the ungodly and smnez appear” 
aise, or Saif Qs Berre, 

A SERMON, delivered at the Second Lpiver- 
salist Meeting House in Boston, on Sabbeth morning 
Nov. 21,18 18—by Hosea Baiiov, pastor.—Frek. xl. 
4, *O Ievacl, the ophets are like the ‘pres in the de- 
sents. —Price 12 1-2 cents. : 

The Criin’s & riprvrar Catrrerism, by the Rev. 
Hosea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 
in Rostan.— Price, 75 cents per daz. and 8 cents «ingle. 

The Trial: Caivin an tiopkins vs. the Bible 
and Common vse.—Price 27 1-2 cents. 
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